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Austin Mei details the challenges
and triumphs as a chess player.

rmed with a “Chess for Dummies” book and his enthusiasm,
Austin Mei began his chess journey at the ripe age of 10.
From his school’s chess club to working with dedicated
coaches, Mei has evolved from a young novice to the
experienced player he is today.

Mei loves chess because it is a very strategy-oriented,
combative game that is adaptive and dynamic as methods and
strategies change with time.

“Chess is probably what can be considered the
original war game,” Mei said. “The reason why | enjo

Ifyou choose chess as
, Yyourgame and stick with

| (left)

Austin Meifocuses
on the chess
game at hand.
“Chessis a very
difficult game;
mathematically,
it's difficult to see
more than four

to five half moves
ahead accurately,”

Mei said.
Photo courtesy of
Austin Mei.

exercises.

Chess extends from a hobby to a competitive sport. Mei regularly
competes in tournaments, both open and invitational, every couple
months. One memorable accomplishment for Mei was his first win
against a grandmaster in February, 2022.

“Grandmaster is the highest rank someone can get, so that
was a great feeling when | was able to cruise to victory in that game,”
Mei said.

What especially captivates Mei is how timeless
chess remains, even with its 1400-year history. Chess

chess is that it is operationally simple but has strategic it, it will never be wasted.” has certainly cemented itself as a game that will stand

depth..In chess, you can learn itin 10 minutes, but no

one has the ability to completely master the game.

There’s always more to learn, and the top strategies have always
been changing.”

With such a dynamic and complex game, Mei needs to be diligent
when it comes to practice and preparation. Aside from practicing his
skills with online chess players, racking up 50 to 100 games played a
week, he dedicates most of his training to calculation and positional

the test of time, and Mei adamantly believes that its
timelessness makes it a game worth learning.
“Chess endures,” Mei said. “Chess is a game that has been
consistently popular worldwide for thousands of years. It’s not like
Fortnite or Wordle or among us which rise and fall in the span of six
months. If you choose chess as your game and stick with it, it will
never be wasted.”
Story & design by Aanika Valliani.
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